Recently, JMEP established a separate policy to deal with the issue of plagiarism. The JMEP policy is similar to policies adopted by Journal of Thermal Spray Technology and Metallography, Microstructure, and Analysis. The policy was developed to deter plagiarism and outline the actions to be taken in responding to situations involving plagiarism. It also applies to situations of self-plagiarism that attempt to gain an additional publication for authors through incremental revision of another publication. The policy is meant to deter acts of plagiarism and apprise the authors of the journalÕs expectations. It states in clear terms that deliberate acts of plagiarism and similar misconduct shall be duly reprimanded. The policy is included in this issue and posted on the journalÕs Web site.
All manuscripts submitted to JMEP are automatically checked for potential plagiarism using a plagiarism detection software. Depending on the score received, a manuscript may be red-flagged. A more comprehensive evaluation of the content by the editorial staff is then used to determine whether the paper merits technical review by external referees. Plagiarism might also be identified during the review process by referees. Unlike the humanities, where the quality of the writing might add or detract from the content, a separation of the content from the language used to express the content is usually feasible for engineering disciplines. This is given due consideration when interpreting the score a manuscript receives on our plagiarism detection software. Our goal is to examine each situation on a case-by-case basis to remain fair to our authors while preserving the integrity of the scholarly publication process.
